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Bank Clearings for Individual Cities—August 1953 and 1952 

























































































Revised. 


Aug. Aug. July 
INDUS TRIAL: 1953 1952 1953 
Aug. 1953 Aug. 1952 Change July 1953 
Anthracite Production (net tons).....# 2,353 2,704 2,475 ™ = ° 
Bituminous Coal Prod. (net tons).....@ 40,275 34,171 34,870 Bes tees ccveccccser ° 2,226,095 2,118,663 > as 2,525,616 
Construction Contracts ($)....eeeee8. * 414,408 1,438,725 1,793,342 Philade!iphia......«. 4,267,000 4,247,000 + O.5 4,773,000 
Copper Production ret. (net tons)..... 106,749 95,366 112,570 Buttelowccscccecves 504,926 431,990 + 16.9 529,060 
Copper Deliveries ret. (net tons)..... 106,985 127,910 104,48! Pittsburgh...seeee. 1,575,704 1,336,331! + 17.9 1,691,627 
Newsprint Production (net tons)...e4- 575,33! 584,327 §79,375 Cleveland...eesees ° 1,974,613 1,625,954 + 21.4 2,168,758 
Newsprint Shipments (net tons)....e-0. 590,801 587,583 584,967 Cincinnatiacsccoes ° 985,675 844,609 + 16.7 1,095,926 
Rayon Yarn Deliveries (pounds }psseees 2 74,600 84,700 78,600 Baltimore eoccces eee 1,218,872 1,083,152 + 12.5 1,375,526 
> tee! ingot Production (net tons)....# 9,401 8,500 9,276 Richmondscecscecece 724,974 662,194 + 9.5 742,579 
Zinc Production (net tons)..csseeeees . 83,24! 78,167 80,825 Atlantacscceeececes | ,332,800 1,273,500 *. Bef 1,374,000 
Zinc Shipments (net tons)ecceseceveees 69,250 78,435 74,204 New Orleans...sese 630,290 595,144 + 5§.9 693,088 
Memphis.ceeneereves 406,895 364,187 + 11.7 453,065 
July July June ChIiCagOueseeeees . 3,757,920 3,394,784 + 10.7 4,088,753 
1953 1952 1953 De trol tessserenenes 2,665,737 2,147,417 + 24.1 2,795,911 
Ste LowisSsscseceeees 1,350,946 1,158,053 + 16.7 1,528,669 
industrial Production (FRB). .1935-39=100 233.0 193.0 240.0 Lovisvillews..seee. "679,867 "594,747 + 14.3 727, 481 
Mig. Employment (BLS)...... 1947-49=100 111.0 98.9 111.5 Minneapolis........ 1,341,418 1,318,044 + 1.8 1,381,972 
Mtg. Payrolis (BLS)...e.ee. 1947-49=100 150.0 122.2 150.8 hesaks Gh tecacetace 1,443,140 1,426,461 + 1.2 1,620,689 
oa nad Setpestiteg apa ties arty seen coe®@ aoe a ooee segs omer éeeeese needs cettoe oe + aye apne 
ement Shipments DOrreliStlececescseces L 6, ; 4 »4 Ee tee woes 1,634 »4 + is 9 
Cigerette Production units escsesecs t 29,957 33,837 33,304 Dellaseccceccccoess 1,440,789 1,339,784 oes 1,592,154 
Coe Production (net TONS De wccccess o+# 6,759 2,371 6,614 Hous fomecsesccscces 1,308,764 1,237,432 * $5.6 1,332,529 
Cotton Consumption (balesde-.ss.es ceeee 739,100 697,600 741,900 San Franciscoss«se- 2,190,423 2,095,391 + 4.5 2,259,975 
Electricity Production (kw-hours)...+f 43,927 37,007 42,733 Portiand, Ore..... . 716,921 735,181 - 2.5 740,899 
Lead Production primary (net tons).... 40,210 37,489 36,880 Seattiaqcvccocccsecess 667,075 692,201 - 3.6 729,084 
Lead Shipments (net tons)..cecnveseses 35,652 49,705 44,140 
Motor Vehicles, Factory Seles Us. Seen 705,075 211,782 661,992 Total 24 Cities.... 34,618,913 31,879,135 + 8.6 37,481,751 
Pig tron Production (net tons)..ses -+# 6,516 1,003 6,373 New York.cseccecess 34,435,276 32,932,897 + 4.6 39,929,701 
Rubber Consumption (long tons)..eeee- ° 108,925 91,402 119,927 
Tires = Production tunits)....eeseee ad 8,173 7,092 8,572 Total 25 Cities.... 69,054,189 64,812,032 + 6.5 77,411,452 
Tires = Shipments tunitsdescwccscesecs * 9,555 7,14! 9,279 
June June May 
1953 1952 1953 ‘ ss _ 
Bank Clearings for Individual Cities— 8 Months 1953 and 1952 
Gasoline Production (barretis)ewceccecs it 106,943 97,868 107,242 
Petroleum Production (barrels ).sceees # 197,837 185,917 198,086 i Teousaeeds a! Belters) 
Petroleum Consumption (barrets}...e.e- % 217,321 203,227 217,86! 8 Months 8 Months 8 Months 
Wool Consumption (pounds )....secceees * 44,300 37,100 46, 100 1953 1952 md 1951 
" ' Bos ton..+-- eeevecces 19,091,135 18,780,058 Sa 18,996,554 
Siaeeiarniad bs pe pooh Sill nese coceees 37,031,000 36,969,000 + 0.2 37,186,000 
Mt : 2 UTTALOe ee ee renceee 4,086,285 3,711,647 + 10.1 3,609,558 
Pittsburgh....seeee 13,283,926 12,501,299 + 6.3 12,243,338 
Bank Debits, Total Up Se (S$). eeeeeeee t 134,589 122,200 148,135 Clevelandesseeeeees 15,951,941 14,312,940 & 24.6 14,332,824 
Bank Debits, Ne Yo Co ($devvecevecces t 45,516 42,778 51,799 Ciactianeticcccececsss 6,270,385 7,352,429 + 12.5 7,418,477 
Bank Debits, Outside N.¥.C. ($)---++- t 89,073 79,423 96,336 Baltimoresssese++s+ 10,268,419 9,298,344 + 10.4 9,086,773 
Bond Sales Ne Ye Stock Ex. ($)..-eeee a 47,574 59,136 22,234 en 5,807,595 5,378,540 + 8.0 5,081,980 
Bond Sales Am. Stock Eu. ($).ccccveccs x 2,120 1,820 2260 ASteatecoaccececsve 10,825,400 10,548,900 * 264 9,900,183 
Bond Sales Municipal ($) eeeeeeeeeeees = 246,134 211,533 521,899 OR gr ee ee 5,426,432 5,152,969 + 5.3 4,799,470 
Fige Beeees Bde esvececocsesevseesoose 7 ae heh. gee: "/ Ges Mampi sscceeccwesecs 3,764,997 3,511,328 ow 3,481,420 
Lite Insurance Sales ($)eneeeecccvvccss t 2,853 , 996 Chicegodceccecccscces 31.982.216 29,.253.742 .- 99.994,748 
5 tock Sates N.Y. Stock Ex (shares )...# 23,893 20,905 55,874 Detroit ay a er _ 21,916,821 18,082,327 + 21.2 17,767,182 
Stock Sales Am. Stock Ex. (shares)....# 7,090 6,200 6,580 Ste Lawdeccocccseces 11,168,950 10,287,239 + 8.6 10,796,175 
. Louisville... sceeees 5,687,225 5,069,511 + 12.2 4,941,015 
dd soak ton seg tee ween 10,550,647 10,170,248 + 3.7 10,238,121 
Kansas Cityer-seseee 12,268,218 12,113,546 + 1.3 11,892,377 
OMANG+ +s eee eeeeeees 5,114,938 5,158,894 - 0.9 5,115,245 
Merchandise Exports Us Se ($).ceeeeee 2 de eg be eo par re ne DRT «64 eewwawene 4,753,034 4,586,959 ‘ 4,519,905 
Merchandise imports Us. Se. ($)..--eees . . 9< 9 OU Detlasscscoscocccece 12,199,115 11,405,686 + 7.9 10,659,509 
Railway Earnings, Gross (Sbecsccceccces * 925,949 790,718 924,362 Hous fofecccceceseces 10,797,040 10,137,392 + 6.5 9,064,596 
Railway Earnings, Net Op inc. ($)..-.- * 94,428 61,161 135,740 San Francisco.sesee 18,035,560 17,492,703 > Bal 18,015,909 
Bates .< Retell Gbeccccsvecicecesvsne t 14,449 13,396 14,640 Portiand, Ore....-. 5,709,143 5,575,786 » aie 5,357,885 
Sales = Wholesale ($).--ceceeeeeccees t Rage aaemae Bp eee eee Pee 5,511,353 5,541,493 . 8 5,421,539 
Seles = Manutacturing ($).-eeeeeeeees t a4, | ios 
inventories - Retail ($)......seeeees t 21,417 19,209 21,295 Total 24 Cities.... 289,501,775 272,392,980 + 6.3 269,920,783 
inventories - Wholesale ($)....+++05- t 10,258 9,665 10,311 Mie Vath scccecosace 307,613,431 305,144,412 + 0.8 286,698,520 
inventories - Manufacturing ($)..-.-- -t 45,628 42,660 45,685 
(#)} OOO Omitted. {(f) 000,000 Omi tted. Tote! 25 Cities.... 597,115,206 577,537,392 + 3.4 556,619,303 
Summary of Bank Clearings—Monthly— 1950 to Date 
(Milttions of Dollars) 
Total 25 United States Cities Daily Average Bank Clearings Total 24 Cities Excluding N. Y. C. 
1953 1952 1951 1950 1953 1952 195) 1950 1953 19SzZ 1951 1950 
Januaryesecees 76,079 75,546 77,220 59,964 2,926.1 2,905.6 ,970.0 , 398.5 36,99 36,386 37,297 27,932 
Februarys.see- 66,007 66,971 61,086 52,676 3,000.3 2,911.8 ,776.6 2,394.4 32, 108 32,287 30,126 4, 425 
Mareheccoveses 80,149 73,416 76,725 63,508 3,082.7 2,823.7 2,841.7 2,352.2 38,460 34,633 35,743 29,616 
Apritwccsececcs 76,137 74,160 69,468 55,683 2,928.3 2,852.3 2,778.3 2,227.3 36,947 34,217 33,563 26,267 
SSE SA ae 72,967 70,656 69,020 61,357 2,916.7 2,717.5 2,654.6 2,359.9 35,295 33,547 34,005 29,02) 
JUNEseeesevecs 79,195 15, 85¢ 69,835 64,094 3,045.9 3,034.3 3,685.9 2,465.1! 37,478 34,833 33,325 30,658 
Dulien ds cuties 77, 411 16, 12( 66,504 60,195 2,977.4 2,927.7 2,660.2 2,407.8 37, 482 34,612 32,320 29 ,660 
Selenite. wns 00 69,054 64,815 56, 76% 69,600 2,655.9 2,492.8 2,472.7 2,577.8 34,619 31,879 33,543 32,522 
CeeGeehetctcee 8 8 8=©=|}  seannes 72,779 64,192 Se.60t .  enevece 2,911.2 2,674.7 2.67069  — weeces 35,74? 31,837 31,987 
GCetebefecesees j- esses 80,325 74,340 6V.VYF = se eecese 3,089.4 2,859.2 2,800.0 o° 38,942 37,351 34,446 
November...... oe 66,862 69,108 66,678 cose 3,039.2 3,004.7 Savveee. i+’ seeees 33,62) 34,95! 33,078 
Decemberec.css | _sevess 84,832 76,258 i* >: See rer es 3,262.8 3,050.3 2,872.8 39,908 34,683 33,063 
Fotetecesesecse® qo  «see¢es 882,335 840,518 JGt.FeS 8 =—«CO OCC 2,914.0 2,785.7 R,.seses 8 =—~S~S~=ésM ww 420,611 408 ,743 362,676 
Summary of Industrial and Commercial Failures—Monthly— 1950 to Date 
Number of Fallures Current Liabilities (Q00 Omitted) Total Liabilities (O00 Omitted) 
1953 19S2 1951 1950 1953 1952 195} 1950 1953 1952 1951 1950 
JONUET Ys eeeees 647 67 | 775 864 $23,309 $26, 208 $21,685 $26, 436 $23,760 $26,300 $21,912 $26,55 
February.....- 69) 619 599 Bi) 27,273 19,474 16,009 22,156 27,525 19,624 16,414 22,585 
Marche.sceccses 739 745 73% 884 31,082 29,232 17,652 27,900 31,584 29,387 17,652 28,310 
April.«ssseeee 693 780 693 806 27,520 29,530 17,064 21,250 28,152 30,285 18,054 21,500 
ee 697 é-8 755 B74 32,789 21,193 23,504 22,672 33,032 21,209 23,641 22,856 
Dinh eae kn 817 671 699 725 32,37 21,229 22,77 18,072 32,454 21,537 23,143 23,085 
dulycococccvese 124 580 665 694 39,830r 22,789 21,088 19,538 40,334r 22,973 21,532 19,538 
Augus te... . rOC 594 678 787 28,529 16, 32% 26,417 18,448 30,194 16,672 26,528 18,717 
September....-- — $39 620 O68  -y.. ° weeune 20,138 26,643 i tt. ee ee 20,178 26,828 15,254 
Oc tober....s6> 631 643 foe >... 0 -7eebwes 35,049 29,742 i6,.640 =«eseus 35,299 30,122 16,708 
November...... S90 58? St eae Me emai 18,757 17,567 ees... eaees 18,859 17,592 18,904 
December....+-. 583 612 ars Mae 23,400 19,403 241,066 + iii sess 23,775 19,403 21,044 
Totalecccesese roll 8,058 re $263,314 §259,547 §248,243 = § secses $286,098 $262,821 §255,057 
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United States Wholesale Commodity Price Index 























Dun & Bradstreet Wholesale Food Price Index—195! to Date 





























BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS 1953 1952 195! 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF LABOR Jan. Leeees $6.64 JOM. Qeweee $6.93 
Jane Geoeeee $6223 Jane Binns 6.61 JORe BDeeocee 7.02 
INDEX OF WHOLESALE COMMODITY PRICES (REVISED) 1947-49=100 Jan. 13... 6.25 Jane. 5.26. 6.57 Jan. 16.4.4. 7.04 
Jan. 20..-- 6.25 Jame 22.0 6.60 Jane. 23.... 7.08 
Aug. July June Aug: Jane Qeeee 6.22 Jane 29.6. 6.61 Jane BOcces 7.17 
1953 1953 1953 195 Febe Jecese 6.13 Feb. Seceee 6.61 Feb. 6.-2+ 7.2! 
Group? Feb. 10.... 6.19 Feb. I2eee. 6.57 Feb. 13... 7.25 
Feb. lJ7eeee 6.20 Feb. 19...-- 6.60 Feb. 20.... 7.31 
ALL COMMODITIES.......-- coccoscececcosse§ $1006 110.9 100.5 112.2 Feb. 24.46. 6.21 Feb. 26... 6.58 Febse 2Jeaee 7.25 
Mer. Beseceoe 6.28 Mar. Gsccese 6.56 Mer. Ge ee 7.2? 
Mar. t0..-. 6.28 Mar. Itleewes 6.58 Mar. t3ee4 7.27 
Farm Productsccccccccccccesceces oe 96.3 97.9 95.4 109.9 Mar. t7eee. 6.42 Mar. !8.... 6.54 Mar. 20.... 7.23 
Processed Foods....--. se tedoeveseeetoue 104.8 105.5 103.3 110.5 Mar. 24.66. 6.41 Mer. 25.46. 6.48 Mar. 27.eas 7.2! 
All! Commodities Other Than Mar. Jleses 6.32 Apr. lewees 6.40 Apr. 3... 7.15 
Farm Products and Foods..eseseees 114.8 114.8 113.9 1t#13.0 Apr. Jeseee 6.32 Apr. Bewees 6.37 Apr. 10...- 7.15 
Textile Products and Appare!...«eeees 97.5 97.5 97.4 99.1 Apr. I4...- 6.35 Apr. |Seees 6.37 Apr. Jee 7.13 
Hides, Skins & Leather Products..... . 99.9 100.0 1t01.0 96.5 Apr. 21..«+- 6.38 Apr. 22...- 6.31 Apr. 24... 7.16 
Fuel, Power & Lighting Materials...-. {t!0.9 IJtti-t 108.3 105.8 Apr. 28.... 6.42 Apr. 29...- 6.33 May |ewwees 7.14 
Chemicals and Allied Products...eeee. 106.3 106.2 105.6 104.0 May Seseces 6.43 May Geeosces 6.36 Mey B..eees 7.18 
Metals and Metal Products..... iweuse - 129.3 129.3 126.9 124.1 May 12...66- 6.42 May 13....-. 4.38 May 15...-. 7.18 
Machinery and Motive ProductS.seeeees 123.6 123.4 122.9 121.4 May !19..... 6.47 May 20...+.6-. 6.48 Mey 22... 7.17 
Furniture, Other Household Durables.. 114.8 tt4.7 14.3 81-5 May 26....- 6.47 May 2Jeeees 6.45 May 29..«.+-+- 7.16 
Non-Metallic Minerals - Structural... 119.6 t19.4 118.1 113.8 June Qeeees 6.56 June Jeeees 6.43 June Seeees 7.08 
Rubber and ProductS.cesecccecs evecvece 123.8 124.7 125.0 127.8 June Deeces 6.54 June 10..6- 6.45 June 12.4. 7.07 
Lumber and ProductS.cccececccsesscees 120.5 121.1 121.5 120.5 June 16...- 6.51 June lJeces 6.4! June 19.-c- 7.07 
Pulp, Paper and Allied Products...--- 116.2 1815.8 135.8 161526 June 23.... 6.57 June 24.266 6.39 June 26.44. 7.02 
Tobacco Mtres. & Bottle Beverages.... [15.6 115.6 14.9 110.8 June 30.... 6.54 July leeces 6.45 July Jeccce 7-00 
Miscellaneous....-- PPPTTTETTOTTTT TT eee 96.5 95.3 95.8 108.9 July TJeeees 6.62 July Beeeee 6.51 July 10...-. 6.92 
duly 14... 6.74 July US... 6.6! July Jee 6.88 
July 21.... 6.75 July 22ecee 6.59 July 24..<-. 6.90 
July 28.... 6.70 July 29.... 6.63 July Bleeee 6.91 
Auge 4-06. 6.67 Aug- Seeeee 6.65 Auge Teseee 6.95 
‘ ‘ — Aug. Ileeee ° Auge I2eee e Auge |4eees 6.94 
United States Consumer Price Index (Cost of Living) i te. aa Se ee ee eee 
Auge 25.-+«. 6.73 Auge 26-«<«-. 6.70 Aug. 28...- 6.89 
BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS Sept. |.... 6.61 Sept. 2eees 56.70 Sept. 4.... 6.82 
Sept. 8.... 6.62 Sept. 9...-. 6.60 Sept. Il... 6.79 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF LABOR Sept. 15... 6.72 Sept. 16... 6.49 Sept. i8... 6.77 
Sept. 22... 6.71 Sept. 23... 6.45 Sept. 25... 6.78 
CONSUMER PRICE INDEX Sept. 29... ecece Sept. 30... 6.43 Gets Beeose 6.79 
Oct. Gecees eee Oste BFoseve 6.44 Oct. D.cees 6.79 
Kevised Series: 1947-49 = {00 Get. IZeccc sees Oct. 14.6. 6.38 Gets t@ccoe 6.77 
Oct. 20.... sade Oct. 21... 6.34 Oct. 23...-. 6.69 
Aug- July June ug. Gete Boece cose Oct. 28.... 6.33 Get. BWeeee 6.65 
1953 1953 1953 1952 Nove Jeecee sees Now. 4eeces 6.30 Nov. Geeees 6.64 
sroup Noy . 1O.cce eene Nov. [lees 6.30 Nov. I3eee- 6.67 
Nov. !7...-. cece Nov. [8.06 6.27 Nove 20... 6.68 
ALL PTENBicccccceseeecesoesoesseeoceussces ‘ 115.0 114.7 114.5 14,3 Nove 24...-. sess Nov. 25.... 6.23 Nowe Zee 6.71 
. Dec. leecece eees Dec. Qeeees 6.22 Dece 4eeeee 6.68 
Dec. 8...-. cece Dec. Dees 6.15 Dec. Ileees 6.69 
Padidhe’ vcs-entcocesweedeseds cone vesdene e 114.) 13.8 $Ut3.7 116.6 Dec. 15.-.-- eee Dec. 16... 6.11 Dec. 18.... 6.63 
Housingeccccccccccces Seeceee eccescee sae 118.0 117.8 (tt17.4 1814.6 Dec. 22...-. eeee Dec. 23... 6.15 Dec.e 25ecc- 6.64 
AMMereleccccceccececooeseeevececsseseess 104.3 104.4 104.6 105.1 Dec. 29..+- eos Dec. 30..-+. 6.16 
Transportatione.cccccccccrccccssccsece - $130.6 129.7 129.4 127.0 Shee 
Medical Carencccccccccccecccccccceseces 121.68 821.5 $21.1 18.1 Average..«-- ecee $6.46 $6.97 
Personal OVEsccovsscreocencesesesindde 112.7 12.6 12.6 12.1 
Reading and REcreatione..cecccccecesees 107.6 107.4 107.8 107.0 Notes The Wholesale food Price index represents the sum total of 
Other Goods and Services..cececsesccees 118.4 18.3 18.2 115.9 the price per pound of 3! toodstufts in general use. 
Daily Wholesale Price Index of 30 Basic Commodities 
Compiled by Dun & Bradstreet, inc., trom wholesale quotations 
turnished by the United Press Associations. (1930-32=!100) 
United States and Foreign Wholesale Price Index Numbers 1963" 1983 1953 1953 ton 
gn 1953 1953 1953 1953 1953 
bewevees 280.56 Scoede 276.09 276.91 277.62 
Base July June May Apr. July Qeccesece 280.02 Pocecse 277.32 276.85 Beccce 
Year 1953 1953 1953 1953 1952 Docecces 279.81 282.17 277.35 ah - iia ere 
ovece es 280.44 281.26 Gecose 276.82 278.53 
Ue. Se (Be. be Sedboee. 1947-49 110.9 109.5 109.8 109.4 111.9 Seccccecs #... 280.58 Pocces 276.31 279.19 
CeeedGecccococcesecs 1935-39 221.2 221.7 220.1 219.6 225.4 Gecceces Pocecs 280.46 277.81 Becces 278.03 
Masti tecccccoccvctdédees - 1948 239.0 242.0 234.0 231.0 254.0 Béeeoves Occeoes 280.98 278.33 Feocces 277.89 
Finland..-«+-. eoeesad --1948 157.0 158.0 159.0 161.0 160.0 Beccecces 281.22 Bocce 279.76 276.50 278.4! 
Franc€.seees scccceceese tO 137.0 139.0 139.0 139.0 144.0 Occcoces 282.40 eceee 280.06 276.32 Beecce 
PR icasecoveeees soecestOGS 111.0 110.0 108.0 105.0 105.0 Icccecces 282.83 280.49 280.02 276.64 Beoeces 
MasleSccccccoverveseadea 1948 152.0 150.0 151.0 149.0 154.0 Sbeecceoe 281.28 280.44 Oseces 277.11 278.68 
MOrOcco, Freesccecceses 1948 138.0 143.0 145.0 149.0 141.0 1Beccccce Becees 280.68 Pees 276.05 278.24 
Philiptines..cceees soveetO@ 97.0 98.0 97.0 98.0 98.0 IBececeos Tocces 280.61 280.42 Soccee 278.54 
Deameth«ccccccess beveese 1948 134.0 135.0 135.0 136.0 141.0 IBccccecece 280.90 281.57 281.66 Becces 279.45 
Dominican Kepublic....- 1948 99.0 96.0 96.0 94.0 95.0 IScccesece 280.89 Becces 283.04 274.02 279.70 
Gre€CEcccceccecceceses «+1950 150.0 146.0 135.0 124.0 117.0 IGeccccce 280.59 Teeess 282.92 274.53 Becees 
Reee.cccccekialuaed 1948 112.0 115.0 116.0 114.0 117.0 inncsen 280.39 281.58 283.21 275.86 Susians 
MAPNEesccerccecesdévna de 1948 152.0 152.0 152. 152.0 154.0 1ecccece 280.10 281.82 Geccce 276.76 279.35 
Oe eee 00002 1948 139.0 140.0 140.0 140.0 150.0 1Decccece Bocce 281.75 Poccee 276.73 279.15 
Switzerland. cececcccees 1948 98.0 99.0 99.0 98.0 101.0 BGccccese Teceee 281.65 284.13 Po ncae 279.29 
Ue Ke (006 OF Trebec ccc 1948 150.0 150.0 150.0 151.0 149.0 Btecccoce 278.99 281.66 284.13 esees 278.87 
‘ BWQeccsece 277.35 TTT 283.86 275.84 278.24 
June May Apr. Mer. June BScccccece 277.26 Pecces 284.18 276.58 Gnidiwe 
1953 1953 1953 1953 1952 BGccccece 276.83 281.51 282.80 276.12 Reccce 
WS cccccce 277.29 282.15 @eeeecs 277.02 276.96 
Awe teStideccccoctoves »- 1948 188.0 187.0 188.0 185.0 188.0 BGccccece Becece 281.81 Foceee 276.10 277.35 
Belgium..cececerecces -- 1948 106.0 106.0 106.0 108.0 112.0 BFecceces Pececece 280.72 282.18 Becces 277.09 
Spee thccecsoncccectssun --1948 183.0 183.0 188.0 190.0 168.0 BOccccese ecceee 281.00 281.79 Boecces 277.01 
Cet ee BEbe, 56 ascatahan ae. <9 dae 102.0 102.0 101.0 105.0 ai guested Ricken 281.72 275.99 277.22 
Germany. ccccccess oeeeee 1948 111.0 112.0 113.0 113.0 114.0 Wecccces eoecee Pocces 282.47 275.81 AS 
bPalwoecececccceces seocet 1948 97.0 96.0 96.0 97.0 94.0 Steeccecees 280.38 282.66 Gees 
JSOPON ec ccccscsccvescs »- 1948 275.0 274.0 274.0 274.0 272.0 
a ‘cium ap eee 79.0 81.0 81.0 86,0 oe ee, ee en 
Netherlands eeeeeee ooee e 1948 134.0 135.0 134.0 136.0 138.0 High Low 
Pervcceccceccecccceceese - 1948 eoece eocece 199.0 199.0 204.0 Wei 
Pb tets vcnceeens jovi 115.0 116.0 118.0 119.0 112.0 EB ccccccccece © GO60I8 July GB ccccccccce 99608- deme 45 
Spaetneccccccccess scovcc ct cece 174.0 174.0 174.0 158.0 FSB ecccccccecs 312.13 Jen. 5§ evccece 280.05 Dec. 17 
Torh@yecccccccess cocvce st OGG 106.0 108.0 108.0 107.0 104.0 1DSt coccecccees 329.66 Feb. 17 eeeceocses 297.23 Sept. 10 
Unton South Aftricas.ees 1948 149.0 148.0 147.0 147.0 158.0 Feo ccccvccesce 319.32 Dec. 29 seeovceses 244.21 Jan. 13 
Venezu l@cccccccccces -- 1948 99.0 100.0 98.0 98.0 105.0 1PGPeccdecesoss 269.8! Jan. § Eddooceoes 236.41 Aug. 16 
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BUILDING PERMIT VALUES FOR 215 CITIES 
August 1953 and 1952 


The tollowing table gives monthly building permit velues by cities and by geographical regions. The tigures represent estimated 
building costs under permits issved to prospective builders within the corporate limits of the cities enumerated. They Include new 
residential and new non-residential buildings, as well as additions, alterations, and repairs. Land costs ere not included. The 


deta are compiled from reports furnished monthly to Dun & Bradstreet, Ince, by the building departments of the various cities. 


















































August August July August August July 
1953 1952 1953 1953 1952 1953 
New England: South Atlantics 
Boston, M@sS.eeeeees $2,099,353 $4,786, 464 $4,601,378 Asheville, N. C..... $228,075 $240,672 $311,059 
Bridgeport, Conn.... 444,319 748,550 1,565,998 Atlanta, Ga...seeees 9,993,332 3,727,114 8,132,195 
Bristol, Conn...s.s- 277,645 477,738 200, 500 Augusta, Gaeweeeeees 828,716 406,208 386,738 
Brockton, Mass...... 171,325 287,098 412,970 Baltimore, Md....+.+. 4,082,124 2,770,350 15,803,154 
Cambridge, Mass....- 877,860 140,352 397,985 Charleston, S. C..ee 95,233 187,569 190,685 
Chelsea, Mass..s-ee- 36,405 83,055 1,020,090 Charlotte, N. C..... 3,710,955 1,319,556 5,705,274 
Everett, Mass......- 103,180 72,400 22° ,497 Core! Gables, Fla... 1,411,216 714,826 1,433,238 
Fall River, Mass.... 138,275 123,285 1,36/,865 Greensboro, Ne C.-e- 516,081 469,370 660,019 
Fitchburaq, Mass...-.- 826,305 270,305 150,457 Greenville, S. Cece. 317,250 812,609 634,400 
Greenwich, Conn..... 975,364 880,484 627,305 Jacksonville, Fla... 1,148,557 1,201,705 1,566,609 
Hertford, Conn...... 639,872 382,633 8,877,255 Lynchburg, Va.-.ee4-- 230,860 174,225 148,667 
Haverhill, Mass....- 244,925 121,360 118,180 ME@CONM, Gewese eceees 306,289 239,128 205,414 
Holyoke, MassS..eeees 1,127,171 55,250 187,950 Miami, Flasccccceses 3,401,012 3,168,088 3,950,121 
Lawrence, Mess..-e-- 512,750 79,825 95,912 Miami Beach, Fle.... 1,300,007 3,054,817 2,937,751 
Lowell, Masseccceess 77,045 132,540 414,015 Nortolk, Vaececesees 1,895,020 902,005 666,915 
Ans MRC Lcchbtee te 140,668 373,240 194,328 Richmond, Vaecseoees 1,510,768 1,748,736 2,692,140 
Manchester, Ne Heese. 1,100,642 422,192 305,085 ROANOKE, VOseereevee 2,471,135 512,288 3,08) ,073 
Medford, MasSe.sseuee 28,000 1,377,798 266,900 Savannah, Gaeweeeses 311,700 174,130 60! ,260 
New Bedtord, Mass... 108,977 126,527 406,533 Fame s Fl@cccceseses 1,595,56° 678,209 2,324,767 
New Britain, Conn... 564,782 1,713,102 295,855 Washington, D. C.... 9,999,449 4,270,182 8,051,568 
New Haven, Conn.s... 698,520 1,162,025 3,817,190 Winston Salem, N. C. 636,875 2,400,204 452,512 
Newton, MasS.ceseees 907,230 506,047 923,450 
Norwalk, Conn....ces 951,256 731,400 756,547 Total So.Atlantic... $45,990,216 $29,171,991 $59,936,559 
Portiend, Mecccervece 213,950 101,675 283,405 
Providence, Re Ieee. 542,650 1,198,300 529,800 East Central: ri 
Bulacus MOSS cscccece 497,022 277,196 183,313 Abgen, GhiGecccveses 2,475,869 $9,596,484 $4,331,802 
Salem, Mass.csseseee 137,800 353,859 566,935 Bey City, Mich...... 515,548 171,228 464,140 
Somerville, Mass.... 86,221 22,010 56,415 Depieet. SO06 .ccésak’s 266,950 484,039 353,041 
Springfield, Mass... 632,537 620,779 1,872,504 Bluetield, W. Va.... 69 ,930 56,525 41,542 
Stamtord, Conn...--. 1,009,553 $77,852 1,150,741 Centon, Ohioecccecess 612,587 447,733 507,316 
Waterbury, Conn..... 427,200 423,600 356,025 Chicago, Ilis.....-. 24,087,800 12,191,500 24,656, 500 
West Harttord, Conn.. 721,245 660,595 1,271,775 Cincinnati, Ohlo.... 6,987,120 3,695,580 3,777,415 
Worcester, Mass...-.. 737,536 418,960 1,938,746 Clarksburg, W. Va... 250,755 193,935 185,250 
Cleveland, Ohio..... 4,981,500 4,724,100 11,244,700 
Total New England... $18,057,583 $19,708,500 $35,440,904 Columbus, Ohio...... 2,859,800 3,335,515 5,410,025 
Dayton, Ohio........ 1,722,180 2,563,455 2,119,595 
Middle Atlantic: Detroit, Mich.e...e.. 12,047,511 9,373,215 12,196,230 
ee ee eee % $3,288,500 $20,605,550 $29,546,140 East St. Louis, itis... 372,540 414,500 286,515 
Mashettetscccocsocece t 2,819,250 |, 163,026 6,686,125 Evanston, Ilis..eees 946,000 284,950 3,847,750 
Mdbiécactcdvcconss * 3, 420, 360 6,803,100 1,494,890 Evansville, Ind..ee. 959,186 449,330 4,121,052 
FORRES 6S osbcicseces 644,100 268 ,926 1,385,250 Feint, Michwcovccecs 2,390,540 1,642,375 3,241,238 
Brooklyn. sccssccces o 16,950,004 25,707,247 12,700, 400 Fort Wayne, Ind...e- 785,038 2,798,502 911,845 
Broek lyAscocccesecs t 900,720 1,531,895 1,650,410 SOC vy, Vadecccccceses 1,013,177 1,344,620 2,769,608 
QUEERS occceconesese % 7,963,045 12,274,173 13,163,405 Grand Rapids, Mich.. 708,975 705,125 658,400 
BueSObesccccseoseue t 1,674,990 501,714 779,660 sreen Bay, Wisc... 573,625 676,285 681,163 
Richmoendeccccecosecs t 947,150 914,750 748,360 Hammond, Ind....eeee 1,860, 265 2,020,254 2,018,932 
RICHMONd. ..2s-eeee. t 95,925 145,73 943,283 Huntington, W. Va... 1,294,957 359,120 727,870 
indianapolis, Ind... 4,351,483 2,658,717 4,374,875 
Total N. Y. Citys... © $38,704,044 $69,916,114 $69,097,923 Lansing, Mich..seees 883,940 1,202,067 843,224 
(#@) New Work. (7) Alterations. , Lime, Ohionccccccces 159,020 158,385 423,000 
Louisville, Ky.wceee 3,855,913 1,467,275 1,257,906 
Albany, Ne Yoroseves $766,788 $574,945 $496,728 Madison, Wisc..+.--- 603,505 945,060 668,064 
Allentown, Pa....eee 1,019,250 928,625 1,644,155 Milwavkee, Wisc...e. 6,189,845 5,476,268 15,184,972 
Altoona, Pa.scecesees 234,275 151,429 186,264 Newark, Ohio.......-. 324,700 95,700 84,975 
Atlantic City, N. J. 273,456 256,179 326,179 Oak Park, !ils...ee. 614,270 137,250 107,745 
Auburn, Ne Yeoosores 433,500 99,470 177,350 Peerté, tliscccsceces 463,074 398,162 333,963 
Bayonne, Ne J.ceeeee 66,705 97,36! 615,105 Pontiac, Mich....... 589,247 346, 404 651,311 
Binghamton, Ns Yeee- 527,853 297,231 197,735 Guidevs ttleccvseses 169,967 182,547 201,581 
Buttete, Ne Vosecess 2,911,202 1,867,434 1,268,121 Rectaes Wlsee<ecses< 866,015 897,817 946,825 
SamMdEeNn, No devsecses 1,330,543 190,568 4,166,884 Rocktord, Ilis...ee. 900,250 644,700 1,559,875 
East Oranae, Ne Jee 80,530 78,572 B1I9,185 Saginaw, Mich...«.+.- 622,434 659,873 724,034 
Rbiaebe ths Se da ceee 402,490 382,94! 1,119,350 South Bend, Ind..... 1,377,970 1,696,235 1,887,012 
Elmicea, Ne Vecoosessc 43,605 187,105 53,315 Springtield, Ills... 280, 201 277,137 307,667 
it. Mioteetskesees 1,226,775 397,340 1,384,635 Springfield, Ohio... 208,380 303,478 718,724 
Harrisburaq, Pasewees 332,701 338,200 §20,578 Superior, Wiscerweees 105,301 114,023 308,550 
Jemestown, Ne Yeuwe-es 962,725 118,259 500,90! Terre Havte, Ind.... 110,400 178,102 247,470 
Jersey City, Ne Jee 289,550 620,302 524,650 Toledo, Ohio.....e-. 1,133,830 1, 780,280 2,323,250 
Leecester. Pbcceecces 353,104 613,663 118,268 Waukegan, I!is...... 2,419,205 422,220 362,740 
Mount Vernon, N. 349,360 226,440 139,144 Wheeling, We VGeeoes 304,700 244,52 397,900 
Newark, Ne Jeccocece 1,035,908 503,580 1,210,947 Youngstown, Ohio.... 1,870,648 1,330,661 5,695,023 
New Brunswick, N. J. 109,05 308,915 517,115 Zanesville, Ohio... 4,525 37,925 29,250 
New kochelle, N. Y.- 781,419 622,073 1,511,067 
Niagere Falis, N. Y. 316,860 834,560 307,432 Tote! East Central.. $96,190,676 $79,183,176 $124,191,865 
Philedelphie, Pe.... 14,082,630 9,015,760 9,213,610 
Pittsburgh, Pa.....-. 3,117,156 1,536,52 6,447,378 South Central: 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y.- 95,450 365,450 256,300 Abilene, Texas...... $961,022 $328,223 $355,947 
Beeee ae Bscces secs 465,06 289,824 443,909 Amarillo, Texasece.- 792,506 2,619,827 1,628,734 
kKochester, Ne Yeouese 832,101 2,654,487 712,349 Austin, Texasesceeee 2,865,774 1,978,512 1,970,500 
henectady, Ne. Y. 268,014 $72,623 408 ,028 Beaumont, Texas... 404,635 365,665 206,579 
$ebastet, Révaces a 71,593 134,539 364,059 Birmingham, Ala..... 2,860,647 2,103,199 2,159,582 
Syracuse, Ne Yeosees 3,687,683 966,375 900 , 490 Chattanooga, Tenn... 863,581 562,996 1,297,276 
Troy, Ne Veoscceeees 248,475 65,315 113,500 Dallas, Texas...s.-- 7,120,650 8,077,930 8,776,250 
eS, as 136,816 174,300 116,100 El Paso, Texas....-. 1,206,685 627,200 1,041,528 
Watertown, N. Y...-- 129,775 102,755 275,853 Fort Smith, Ark..... 212,124 470,710 309,162 
White Plains, N. Y.. 1,638,145 1,511,000 968 , 800 Fort Worth, Texas... 2,904,010 2,721,681 3,835,209 
Wilkes Barre, Pa.... 265,571 182,394 192,545 Gelveston, Texas...- 123,942 183,22! 130,880 
Williemsport, Pa.... 220,452 129,502 3,108,246 Houston, Texas.-sees 8,143,649 8,630,934 9,649,120 
Wilmington, Dela.... $82,025 594,084 ',151,769 Jackson, Miss...enes 915,320 723,477 992,392 
Yeakers. Me YVeceocves 2,427,973 1,050,055 3,403,850 Knoxville, Tenn....-. 400,560 2,235,799 725,408 
i Tike chicos ews 293,784 142,420 217,685 Little Rock, Ark.... 1,312,675 660,235 1,314,162 
Memphis, Tenn......- 3,646,100 5,097,219 2,642,521 
Total Middle Ati.... $81,114,403 $99,127,711 $115,217,502 Mobile, Ala..ee. Ih 368,642 2,029,751 677,86! 
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following page.) 
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Muskogee, Okla...-.. , 37,175 
Nashville, Tenn....-. 1,087,169 
New Orleans, La..-e-. 4,309,234 
Oklahome City, Okla.. 1,769,878 
Port Arthur, Texas... 184,514 
Sen Angelo, Texas... 421,589 
San fntonio, Texas.. 3,268,278 
Shreveport, La...ee- 1,284,410 
FetSGsc DEIOececeeses 21, 50 
Waco, CO Fare a: ,O9% 
Wichita Falls, Texes.. a 731,330 
lotal Soe Central... $50,434,647 
West Centrals 
Cedar Rapids, lowa.. $604,956 
Davenport, lowd...-e. 867,350 
Des Moines, 1OWGeecece 2,! ea! 
Dubuque, lowde-+eeeee 2,064,532 
Duluth, Minne.cccece 166,63% 
Fargo, Ne Deoeseees ‘ 465,13¢ 
Kansas ify, Kas... 1,233,3/ 
Kansas City, Mo..... 3,576, 
Lincotn, Nebeccecces 426,170 
Minneapolis, Minn... 3,518,108 
men es MObecccoveves 1,300,64¢ 
St. Joseph, Mo..... ; 473,42° 
Bes toute. Mes ccvecss 1,782,: 
VF Paul, Minn... ° . 4,72 » 4Y 
Sioux ity, lowa. P 422,375 
ieovn Febis«s Be Dees 902,409 
Topeka, KasS..cceeees 45,66C 
Wichita, Kaswecceees ee ; yp / « 
Total West Central. $29,246,394 
otal United Stetes = 
1953 19 
JSANe cee $306, 568,3 $ 7,293, 
rFeDe-e . $36,391. ; Py 7 
Mar.ees 468,133,028 - . » 59! 
ADP cece $29,974,414 415,4 ~ 459 
May. ‘ 464, , 60¢ 4 . atta 
SUNS «es 155, i} ~ 206, 44% 
July. . 29,891,696 44i,i¢ V2} 
FUgdeses 420,200, I: 94,624,6r: 
Sept... Gy a 390,060,988 
Oe teces : errr rT 417,234,4 
NOoVeses eeceeceseeses $ ~047, : 
WECeeee ees Tr »v4/, 
fal... . ** . $4,4 ’ »4 
{index i j-months 
195 
alvue index 
J EAVUOEP Ye vec oe 16,1 160. 
Febr i wes sae as t 12,34 160. 
March..... bawewe 4,3 164. 
Apeil peek eee , 423,8 | - 
MOVecees e- eee 9 ] 4.35 
June eee “Sr - 66.4 
SutYvoceceuveseoens ° 4° 9 ic ° 
Pugus Pecececcses , 7 ceeee 
OTEMbOEL cc ccces ee ° ceeee 
O SGmetabesetess .#§=e80ecede e508 
oa eee ne ee a eee 
Decembel.ccccccs steers +. Beets 
ELLeerere cer : @erveeee om @e0e6s - 
194 
| © ! @ x 
Jar Pf ittee been 008 , 4 Ol. 
ebr r 00 60 tm 159,11 1146.) 
Marcheccccccsccs 5.1 | 4 
ee Li eee ere »27¢ 8. 
TrEAtTECTETTe . 4. 
PUNSwe ce eevee rsesese . 4 ‘Be 
1Weeescevesr ° 79.908 
August... cece 167,9 at 
FEDTEMOEL eo cecece 143, 7 
De FOOL 2c cv cece eee 137, 79. 
No ver CF ees . 130, j rT 
Vecember oecveee . 123» 4 /O.€ ae 
fotaetesccoees . , , : - 
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Q July August August 
195 1953 1953 1952 1953 
Mountains 
$269,006 $964, 84! Boise, 1dahOseeeeeees $266,818 $339,298 $539,586 
67,\75C 264,919 Butte, Montecsccoeces 101,32! 12,890 177,792 
437,478 859,595 Colorado Springs, Col 1,279,091 548,980 313,877 
914,34 6,936,633 Denver, Colecccccses 5,268,314 7,371,874 8,178,090 
,087,224 2,531,817 Greet Falls, Mont... 269,42 376,775 225,900 
400 , 663 162,143 Ogden, Utahewsececes 629,900 506 , 000 839,900 
435,54 547,124 Phoenix, Arizecceses 1,003,680 |, 069, 586 2,285,704 
3,131,400 4,316,452 VEDIO, Colewseeeens 691,419 1,381,585 530,179 
1,024,034 1,490,877 > lt Lake City, Uteh.. 1,058,329 1,239,785 1,226,561 
145,82! 1,144,550 Tucson, ArizZescceses 1,175,431 642,497 1,198,375 
537,048 1,176,755 
894,38 691,535 Total Mountain.....- $11,743,728 $13,489,270 $15,517,964 
$52,961,261! $58,800,352 Pacifics 
Bakerstieid, Cal...-. $785,848 $366,688 $484,366 
Berkeley, Calecvesecs 1,591,367 427,654 641,404 
$456,465 $!1 ,560, 472 Beverly Hills, Cal.. 7,369,523 548,241 414,116 
,645 , 198,913 Fresao, Calecessccce |, 109,050 1,768,566 2,890,826 
, 121,121 1,599,867 Glendale, Caleccsees 969,282 1,316,223 1,150,495 
1,039,558 315,195 Long Beach, Cal....- 3,355,555 5,383,220 3,427,170 
146,888 671,043 Los Angeles, Cal.... 38,501,497 29,275,516 36,570,716 
329,810 412,770 Oakland, Calweseccee 2,351,555 1,788,085 2,015,981 
\¢ 7 1,078,442 Pasadena, Caleccsecs 2,026,605 989,682 1,340,917 
6,791,000 » 470,000 Portland, Ores..eee> 4,473,855 4,380,095 5,585,320 
» 853,000 1,185,967 Sacramento, Cale.ecs 2,431,206 1,330,909 1,097,529 
3,213,760 3,215,549 Sen Diego, Calewsees 9,226,196 8,737,889 13,357,141! 
4,954,226 1,565,897 San Francisco, Cal.. 3,679,131 2,949,197 3,661,190 
97,650 338,100 San detee Cele cacece 1,097,990 1,132,740 2,061,075 
3,659,044 °4,773,239 Seattle, Wash..ceces 4,306,985 3,796,585 6,599,270 
4,436,905 »277,698 Spokane, Washeccccece 1,850,006 1,390,027 3,625,240 
479,575 374,780 Steckton, Calecccecs 260,080 538,953 411,369 
3? 60! ,527 Tacoma, Wash..cceees 2,036,750 803, 166 2,015,803 
380,30§ 879,435 
2,194,060! 2,617,755 Total Paeciticeccceecs $67,422,481 $66,923,436 $87,349,928 
$34, ¥ } $33,436,¢ Total 215 Cities.... $420,200,128 $394,624,682 $529,891! ,696 
Building Permit Values for 215 Cities—Monthly— 1951 to Date 
(5S Cities New York City Outside New York City = 214 Cities 
195] 1953 19' 1951 1953 1952 i9S!| 
$446,861,4 $28,765,07 $,712,989 $51,032,885 $277,803,233 $234,580,07¢ $395,848,516 
$27,241,738 27,394,212 , 765,41 24,348,571 308 , 996, 790 281,555,485 302,893,167 
431,¢30, 42,546,3/8 31,535,059 49,564,940 425,586,650 318,735,53 382,045,620 
172, ,13 50,078,096 1, (23, ; 27,351,774 479,296,318 362,343,136 345,151,356 
436, 4,18 52,196,1 62,146,323 62,762,259 411,889,480 346,486,791 373,311,922 
385,041,04 43,264,65C 36,406,878 1,458,270 412,259,203 349,861,564 333,582,772 
415,571,89 69 ,097,9% 44,945,049 45,557,765 460,793,773 396,215,872 370,014,127 
43/,6066, 4( Dy» 1,044 69,916,114 6, 5,15! 381,496,084 324, 708,568 361,161,249 
412,834,043 dececsesde 4,304,009 »,034,632 coesscsoses 355,756,979 387,800,016 
367,445,821 ivi ceoas Be 8,559,73) 1,886, 76 $becbdnreds 378,674,67) 313,559,061 
, 365,014 -stonesine : 9,097, 49 »219,45¢ povevceoces 284,549,567 235,145,556 
266,210,511 nee Re 2,467,882 8,829,573 sndaeednn 297,479,981 227,380,937 
$4,584,466,337 FA a = ,980,268 $556,572,036 cocccce- coe $3,934,948,222 $4,027,894,30! 
Building Permit Values and Index for 120 Cities—1940 to Date 
moving average, based on average of 1920-1930 = 100; Adjusted tor seasonal variation.) 
{Value tigures i thousancs of dollers.) 
19 19° los 1949 1948 194) 
Valve index sive inde Valve index valve index Valve index Valve index 
198,149 133.4 366,023 201. 269,459 166.5 188,300 126.3 233,32) 140.6 128,559 81.4 
42,91! 132.4 61,14 163. 282,201 167.7 ®194,905 117.5 190,904 127.7 139,718 64.7 
¥ 30.7 » 14% 140. 356,918 154.5 255,522 113.0 263,664 113.7 196,744 9.7 
a1. : 7,807 134. 355,064 159.8 283,047 107.7 285,763 '12. 178,146 73.1 
19, 129. 349,188 127. 464,05 174.5 257,321 16.4 279,261 117.22 164,828 76.9 
ail 142. 299,21 14). 461,954 193.3 317, 1C 117.C€ 29%,305 122.38 222,834 S8.3 
. 146. 333,019 147. 418,324 195.6 240,714 124.1 274,942 129.5 222,942 100.3 
1,9 , 2 160. 433,953 186.4 278,762 133.2 295,797 136.5 226,908 i11.2 
- ° 17,4, | . 322,471 191.5 341,411 147.3 284,218 134.9 245,262 119.9 
43, ‘ . 295,7% 146 420,917 1S6ee 9,573 150.8 246,781 132.8 260 ,638 128.1 
. ¢ 237,169 132. 336,273 199.9 245,112 145.9 229,859 126.5 227,903 135.7 
__ 261 4 154. 201, 127. 342,244 2IC.t 249,302 153.4 228,846 128.7 255,387 143.4 
eer 654,36 ah 4,465,831 ..... Pat aeeOTe wcace ~3.000sORE cxces & Ae.” cco. 
4! 1944 194 194: 1941 1940 
ve ndex , lve 12 vaive index Value Index Valve index Value index 
; : ,Otl 20. 24,25% 16.2 52,376 40.7 89,163 54.1 12,062 43.6 
65,2 af $,60% Ze »? 13.4 69,6097 7 18, 80C 52.8 76,338 44.5 
»,o/e 67,04¢ be 26, 13 «% 83,62% ° 115,786 468.2 71,429 41.4 
» 89 22. 6,37 19. 2,017 14.5 21,747 32.1 115,076 48.2 97,743 9.4 
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Failures by Industrial Groups—Monthly— 1951 to Date 
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United States Failures by States—August and 8 Months 1953, 1952 and 1951 
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Failures by Industrial Groups and Size of Liabilities—August and 8 Months 1953 and 1952 


{Liebiltities in thousands of dollars) 















































August 1953 Eight Months 1953 Eight Months 1952 
Number Per Current Total Number Per Current Total Number Per Current Totel 
Cent Liab. Lieb. Cent Liab. Lieb. Cent Liab. Lieb. 
Mining & Manutacturing..«-+- 148 100.0 10,267 11,696 1,156 100.0 92,923 95,470 1,076 100.0 70,784 72,293 
Under $5,000... .cccevcees 13 8.8 39 39 108 9.3 306 306 122 11.3 356 356 
5 » OO! to $25,000.....-. 57 38.5 660 660 461 40.0 5,619 5,619 447 41.5 5,262 5,262 
$25,000 to $100,000..... 52 39.2 2,825 2,82 382 33.0 18,436 18,436 347 32.3 17,554 17,544 
$100,000 to §!,000,000.. 16 12.2 5,397 5,45? 192 16.6 48,921 50,099 152 14.1 34,633 35,892 
$1,000,000 and Over..... 2 1.3 1,346 2,715 13 le} 19,641 21,010 8 0.8 12,979 13,229 
Wholesale Trade......-.- sees 7 100.0 3,042 3,042 591 100.0 34,273R 34,581R 525 100.0 23,682 23,879 
Mader $35,000 cccccccvcves & 8. 17 17 S7R 9.7 167®8 167R 67 13.0 198 198 
$5,000 to $25,000....... 36 $3.5 472 47. 266 45.0 3,362 3,362 236 44.9 2,981 2,981 
$25,000 to §100,000..... 19 26.8 817 817 197 33.3 9,284 9,284 166 31.6 7,634 7,634 
$100,000 to $1,000,000.. 8 11.3 1,736 1,736 O7R 11.3 13,935R 14,243R 53 10.1 9,983 10,180 
$1,C 0,000 and Over ecser *-*. ** ** *-* 4 0.7 7,525 7,525 2 0.4 2,886 2,886 
Retail Trade..cccceseereces 340 100.0 10,275 10,511 2,870 100.0 76,998 77,579 2,086 100.0 51,241 51,307 
Under $5,000... .ccceeeees 71 20.9 201 201 591 20.6 1,743 1,743 649 24.2 1,959 1,959 
$5,000 to $25,000....... 173 50.9 2,080 2,080 1,556 54.2 18,158 18,158 1,524 56.7 17,382 17,382 
$25,000 to $100,000..... 75 2-0 3,410 3,410 598 20.8 27,196 7,196 448 16.7 19,944 19,944 
5100,000 to $!,000,000.. 20 5.9 3,496 3,732 122 4.3 26,512 27,093 65 2.4 11,956 12,022 
$1,000,000 and Ovwer..... | 0.3 1,088 1,088 3 0.1 3,389 3,389 es ee ee ee 
Constructions. cccseeeeeses 92 100.0 3,868 3,868 660 100.0 25,735 26,623 562 100.0 21,593 21,623 
Mader $5,000. ccccccvcese 6.5 17 17 90 13.6 267 267 77 13.7 222 222 
$5,000 to $25,000....... 50 54.3 652 652 305 46.2 3,839 3,839 276 49.1 3,571 3,571 
$25,000 to $100,000.... . 25 27.2 1,020 1,020 205 31.1 9,438 9,438 155 27.6 7,300 7,300 
$100,000 to $1,000,000. | 12.0 2,179 2,179 60 9.1 12,191 13,079 54 9.6 10,500 10,530 
$1 ,000,00C anc Over “eee . ee *-* *e ee ** ** *- ee ** *-*f *- 
Commercial Servicescsccroes 49 100.0 1,077 1,077 431 100.0 12,782 12,782 419 100.0 18,670 18,885 
Under $5,000... eccees 6 12.3 15 15 85 19.7 251 251 88 21.0 262 262 
$5,000 fo $25,000....... 3: 65.3 426 426 215 49.9 2,586 2,586 212 50.6 2,538 2,538 
$25,000 to $1! OO0c cece IC 20.4 436 436 115 26.7 5,515 5294S 88 21.0 3,959 3,959 
$100,000 to $!, . of 206 200 15 3.5 2,836 », 836 28 6.7 6,178 6,393 
$1,000,000 and Overe..ee. ° ° ° | 0.2 1,594 1,594 3 O.7 5,733 5,733 
Total United States....... OX 100.0 28,529 30,194 5,708 100.0 242,711R 247,035k 5,268 100.0 85,970 187,987 
eee CE, o's wi. gn nes 10 14.6 289 289 O3tk 16.3 2,734 2,73 4k 1,004 19.1 2,997 2,997 
55,000 te $25,000. -ccces yf 50.0 4,290 4,290 2,803 49.1 33,564 33,564 2,695 51.2 31,734 31,734 
$25,000 to $1 O00. eves 187 26.7 8, 508 8,508 1,497 26.2 69,869 69,869 1,204 22.8 56,391 56,39) 
$100, 0 to $!,000,000.. 58 8.3 13,008 13,304 456k 8.C 104,395R 107,350k 352 6.7 73,250 75,017 
$1,000,000 and Over..... 3 4 » 434 3,803 2) 0.4 32,149 33,518 13 0.2 21,598 21,848 
(k ) Kevised 
Failures by Federal Reserve Districts by Divisions of Industry—August 1953 
(Liabilities in thousands of dollars) 
Mining & Wholesale Retail Trade onstruction Commercial Total 
Manutacturing Trade Service United states 
Districts Nc urrent No _urrent Nie Current No. Current No rrent No. Current 
Lieb. Liab. Liab. Liab. Liab. Liab. 
Cte. + cpidunnewt 4 _—- g 310 5 72 95 518 ? 438 | 10 4¢ 1,354 
Mee Vert hesaecsse a tf } A4 ,747 20 640 104 2,07 10 524 12 167 210 6,153 
Philadelphia.....(3) 9 408 2 Qt) 12 265 8 9 | 2 125 33 1, 100 
Cleveland. sccveee (4) eee. 4 349 9 931 15 300 6 198 | 10 28 1,08 | 
Richmoadeccccesece (5) 6 206 4 63 20 1,892 V1 1,'10 | 65 4% 3,936 
Atlantasccccccvece (6) 5 375 5 182 a 520 4 46 | 10 aS |, 133 
hECOAO cccccecces (7) | 1,572 i} 350 38 893 4 84 6 301 70 3,200 
5G. Beeldeccecovcs (8) men 3 30 C 38 2 133 22 8 223 
Minneapolis...... (9) ‘ : | 10 } 238 | y o° os 9 257 
Kansas ityecses {1O) y 203 | o4 11 79 PI 936 | 3 93 P45 
Dallaswcccsscecs (it) 9 874 5s 10 238 a 308 55 ? 1,530 
san Francisco...(12) 37 2,63C 14 |, 168 76 3,019 25 691 22 309 174 }, 817 
Total United States..... 148 10,267 7\ 3,042 340 10,275 92 3,868 49 1,077 OC 28,529 
Dun's Failure Index 
(Apparent Annual Number of Fa:lures per 10,000 Enterprises) DEFINITIONS 
nadjusted index Adjusted Index# BUSINESS FAILUKES inctude those businesses that 
c~ased operations tollowing assiqnment or bankruptcy; 
1953 1952 1951 195i 1953 1952 1951 1950 ceased with loss to creditors atter such actions as 
te execution, toreclosure, or attachment; intarily 
Januaryececs 204% 9.7 34. 3% 26.4 27. 3t.5 36.0 withdrew leaving unpaid obligations; were involved 
Februaryecececs j5.~.¢ 31.0 31. 4| 30.4 26.3 26.3 34.5 in court actions such as receivership, reorganiza- 
Maret. ses ee< *< $1.6 31.4 36.4 29.8 29.5 28.9 33.4 tion, or arrangement; or voluntarily compromised 
Apritwcccreves 30.3 34.4 31.9 he 28.1 31.6 2903 33.0 with creditors out of court. 
MGWVecceeevesees 1.5 2o.! i365 3/7 30.0 26, * 31.6 35.5 
JURE cere iconec D+ 4 30.7 31. 3 | 15.8 1.0 31.5 37.5 ° 
oe a 31.3 25.4 iP 33.7 £ 33.0 33.5 CURRENT LIABILITIES, as used in the Failure Re- 
Augus t...ssee0,% 30.3 25.9 8.9 3% 33.7 9./ 32.8 37.2 cord, have a special meaning; they include all ac- 
September..... 24.5 ye] 29 28.8 35.4 35.1 counts and notes payable and al! obligations, whe- 
Oc Feber ccc ccce le 8.5 ° eee 29.8 i- 35.5 ther in secured torm ot not, known to be held by 
November... 3¢ 33. 30.3 29.3 33.7 banks, officers, afttiliated companies, supplying 
December...-.-e- hn 28.5 9 en 26.€ ‘4 PE Qe. companies, or the Government. They do not include 
long-term, publicly=-held obligations. Offsetting 
Me Averadqe 1.9 Se 3 34, assets are not taken into account. 
(we) A ted tor ga 3! ariation. 
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AUGUST HEAT SLOWS SALES 
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(1947-1949 = 100) 


Index 
July 
1953 


1399 
118.2 
125.5 
139.8 
147.4 
139.0 
132.4 
146,4 
148.3 
140.0 
143.5 
131.8 
138.3 
137.2 
119.5 
121.4 
130.9 
127.1 
139.9 
147.6 
144.5 
150 5 
127.1 
136.7 
148.2 
130.1 
129.5 
128 > 
125.3 
143.9 


Change 
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Change 
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July 1952 June 1953 
o/ o/ 


+ 75 
+ 6.5 
+ 4.4 
+131 
+18.1 
* 33.7 
+16.3 
+15.1 
+15.7 
+100 
+14.4 
+ 11.7 
+247 
+10.9 
> 3. 
+ 5-5 
+15.9 
+ 0.4 
+ 99 
+10.5 
+12.5 
+11.6 
7.1 
7.6 
60 
4.2 
4.9 
5-7 
3-7 


+ 16.5 
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4.0 
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Retail 
Sales 
1952 
%o 
100.0 
5.7 
7-4 
2.2 
1.9 
2.6 
54 
3-9 
2.9 
3.0 
3.0 
6.3 
4.2 
2.1 
3.8 
2.8 
2.5 
3-4 
4.2 
2.8 
4.2 
2.0 
1.7 
1.5 
6.1 
1.4 
0.9 
2.1 
4.0 
5.0 


Consumer spending reflected a per- 
ceptible increase over August expendi- 
tures in the early part of September. 
Purchases which had been deferred 
during the August heat wave boosted 
the total volume to well above the year- 
ago level. Total retail sales in August 
were estimated at $14.2 billion. This 
was 1 per cent below a month ago and 
6 per cent above a year ago. 

Purchases of clothing were above the 
year-ago level but somewhat less than 
had been anticipated. Warm weather 
prevented increased consumer interest 
in Fall clothing. However, purchases 
of Summer clothing were considerably 
higher than is usual in August. 

Food sales were somewhat lower 
than in the previous month but re- 
mained moderately above a year ago. 
Among the items purchased in great- 
est quantities were beverages, cold cuts, 
frozen foods and ready-to-serve meals. 
Other non-durable goods reflected 
moderate increases in sales volume 
when compared with a year ago. 

Sales of durable goods continued to 
reflect increases over the year-ago level. 
There was a moderate increase in the 
volume of used cars, contrary to the 
experience of recent months. New car 
purchases remained moderately above 
a year ago. Spending for furniture and 
appliances was somewhat higher than 
both a year ago and a month ago. In- 
stallment purchasing remained high. 

Retailers’ collections in August were 
more prompt than a year ago in 7 cities, 
unchanged in 48 cities and less prompt 
in 86 cities. In comparison with a 
month ago, they were more prompt in 
2 cities, unchanged in 96 cities and less 
prompt in 43 cities. 

The preliminary Dun’'s Review Re- 
gional Trade Barometer for August 
stood at 131.2 (1947-1949—100). This 
was 5 per cent above a year ago and 6 
per cent below a month ago. The Ba- 
rometer is adjusted for seasonal varia- 
tion and the number of business days. 
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